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Campaign for

Justice From Our 2021 Co-Chairs

DEFENDERS OF JUSTICE FOR ALL

| am honored to serve with Ben Marcus as a Co-Chair for Maine’s 2022 Campaign
for Justice. The Campaign epitomizes the bedrock commitment of Maine
lawyers to access to justice for all Mainers. As a past-President of the Maine
State Bar Association and the Cumberland County Bar Association, | have come
to know firsthand how dedicated our legal community is to leveling the playing
field for all our neighbors. We are a group of people bound by a common
profession, but on a broader, more basic scale, we are simply humans who
believe in the concepts of truth and fairness.

Today, while we all experience high inflation and escalating housing costs, it
is impossible not to feel the pinch. In these times, the needs of Maine’s most
vulnerable citizens are especially profound. Through my experiences working
with the Maine Justice Foundation and the Coffin Fellowship, | see firsthand
how stark the differences are. | feel compelled to help as much as | can. The six legal aid providers served
by the Campaign for Justice are doing incredible work, but they need our help. Ben and | look forward to
sharing the astounding accomplishments of the dedicated providers with you and your firms. Thank you
for standing with us. We know Maine’s lawyers will continue to support the Campaign which is, ultimately,
support of the rule of law and justice for all.

GIGI SANCHEZ

| am very pleased to Co-Chair the 2022 Campaign for Justice with Gigi Sanchez.
It's abundantly clear how different the interactions in our courtrooms across the
state are when an individual has access to sufficient counsel. Fortunately, our
Maine Bar is extremely generous and like-minded regarding the importance of
assuring that our fellow Mainers with modest means nonetheless have access
to quality legal advice. Maine lawyers are, | believe, unique in this respect. We
should all be proud of what we accomplish together every year in this regard.

While the six civil legal aid providers supported by the Campaign work hard to
help everyone they can, it's unfortunately true that with the limited resources
they have, they are only able to help a fraction of those who seek them out. It's
my hope that this year, which looks to be one of dire need, that Gigi, myself, and
all of us together as the legal community can make this our best Campaign for
Justice year yet. | look forward to speaking with many of you in 2022, and thank
you for your unwavering commitment to justice!

BEN MARCUS
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The generosity of the Campaign for Justice supporters you will read about in these pages—and the impact
of Campaign giving on those vulnerable Mainers whose stories are told here—are a result of the efforts of
our 2021 Campaign Co-Chairs, Cesar Britos of Unum and David Soley of Bernstein Shur.

Cesar and David, at the helm of our Campaign and with a strong cadre of volunteers behind them, went
undaunted into the second year of pandemic-driven, virtual-only fundraising efforts. They not only met

the challenges of a“Zoom meeting” Campaign, but they also exceeded all expectations—surpassing our
original goal of $635,000 with ease (though they might, perhaps, refute that last part.). Cesar and David went
headlong into county bar meetings, Inns of Court, firm appearances, Bar events and many other venues with
their eyes on providing as much aid as possible to an increasingly needy Maine public.

Thanks to their tireless efforts, Cesar and David delivered the second-highest ever Campaign total in

history, securing much needed funds for Cumberland Legal Aid Clinic, Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project,
Legal Services for the Elderly, Maine Equal Justice, Maine Volunteer Lawyers Project, and Pine Tree Legal
Assistance. At the same time, they increased the visibility of the Campaign for Justice by thinking outside the
box and adding to our efforts many new and valuable connections and resources.

2021 marked the seventeenth year of the Campaign for Justice, and thanks to the leadership of this
incredible team, it was one of our very best. All of us at the Maine Justice Foundation are incredibly thankful
for Cesar and David’s dogged efforts to champion civil legal aid in Maine. Thank you, again—from all of us.

Angela Stinchfield
Director, Campaign for Justice

Many factors contribute to the Campaign for Justice, but the countless hours, endless dedication and overwhelming positivity of
our volunteers are by far the biggest keys to our success. To them, we extend our deepest thanks.
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In Honor Of Caelan, Griffyn, Rhys and Rhiannon
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In Honor Of David Soley
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In Honor Of David Soley
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Founders Circle

On its tenth anniversary, the Campaign for Justice created the Founders Circle to recognize those supporters who had donated to the
campaign every year. We continue to acknowledge those who have donated for ten or more consecutive years. Thank you to all Founders

Circle members for your steadfast support.

Anonymous(5)

David S. Abramson and Lynn Abramson
Eben A. Adams and Susan Adams

D. Sam Anderson

Drew A. Anderson and Jane E. Lee
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Founders Circle (cont.)
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Jaye L. Martin and Karen MacDonald
Gavin G. McCarthy and Kate McCarthy
David B. McConnell and Janine K. Lambert
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James Eastman Smith and Susan C. Smith

Kaighn Smith, Jr.

Prof. Deirdre M. Smith

Mark P. Snow

Naira B. Soifer

David A. Soley

Richard D. Solman

Andrew W. Sparks
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Richard and Alice Spencer Fund of the Maine
Community Foundation

Kenneth S. Spirer and Joan S. Leitzer

Hon. Valerie Stanfill

The Bopp Family Charitable Trust

Eric P. Stauffer

Christopher G. Stevenson and Jill Stevenson

Robert H. Stier, Jr.

Stacy O. Stitham

E. William Stockmeyer and Mary T. Stockmeyer

Annee Hart Tara

Sheldon and Denise Tepler

Sidney St. F. Thaxter and Dr. Mary McCann

The Evergreen Foundation

James E. Tierney and Elizabeth Strout Component
Fund of the Maine Community Foundation

Kevin J. Tierney

Hon. Nancy Torresen and Jay McCloskey

William A. Trafidlo

Calvin E. True

David B. Van Slyke and Susan R. Granai

Gary D.Vogel

Alix C. Walmsley

Prof. Nancy A. Wanderer and Susan P. Sanders

Carol G. Warren and Hon. Thomas D. Warren

David E. Warren

Hon. Daniel E. Wathen

David C. Webb

John Scott Webb

Peter B. Webster

Scott Webster and Peter Black

Michael J. Welch

William M. Welch and Jodi M. Welch

Natalie E. West and Robert Sellin

Lucinda E. White and Thomas H. Kelley

The Whiteman Family Charitable Fund, a Donor
Advised Fund of Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Hon. Karen Frink Wolf

Judith Fletcher Woodbury and Douglas E. Woodbury

Elizabeth C. Woodcock

Timothy C. Woodcock

Eric J. Wycoff and Jeannette N. Wycoff

James H. Young Il

Nancy C. Ziegler and Hon. Kermit V. Lipez

Barry and Jane Zimmerman
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$10,000 or more
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James T. Kilbreth lll and Elizabeth Kilbreth
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Maine Community Foundation
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James M. Bowie and Sarah L. Downs Bowie
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S. Campbell Badger

Lisa S. Boehm

Cesar R. Britos and Kathleen Densmore Britos

Janis Cohen and Hon. David M. Cohen
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Jared des Rosiers

George T. Dilworth and Sarah Clark

Charles F. Dingman and Eliza Townsend

Joan M. Fortin and Chet M. Randall

Martha C. Gaythwaite and John Tebbetts

Peter J. Guffin and Barbara Guffin

William S. Harwood and Ellen M. Alderman

Stephen and Louise Hessert

Erica M. Johanson and Andrew Majewski

Emily and Ben Kahn

Douglas S. Kaplan and Ann C. Kaplan

Jim and Carla Keenan

Michelle Jodoin LaFond and Peter B. LaFond

Cathy Lee and Robert Moyer

Margaret Coughlin LePage and Mike LePage

Jon A. Lund and Joan Sturmthal

Benjamin E. Marcus

Matthew J. Monaghan and Karen Monaghan

New Lawyers Section of the Maine State Bar
Association

David C. Pierson

BethAnne L. Poliquin and James D. Poliquin

Aaron and Kelley Pratt

Erica Schair-Cardona and Ivan Cardona

Eric S. Seltzer and Wendy Seltzer

Hon. Warren M. Silver and Dr. Evelyn Silver

David B. Van Slyke and Susan R. Granai

David E. Warren

Hon. Daniel E. Wathen

Eric J. Wycoff and Jeannette N. Wycoff
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2021 Donors —

$1,500-2,499

Hon. Jennifer A. Archer and Miles F. Archer

Deborah Aronson Bornstein

Michael P. Asen and Missy Asen

David J. Backer

Henri A. Benoit

Hon. Daniel I. Billings and Hon. Brianne M. Martin

Benjamin |. Bornstein

Elizabeth A. Burns and George F. Burns

Dave Canarie and Pamela Koonz Canarie

John L. Carpenter

Paul W. Chaiken

Eben Colby and Tara Colby

MaryAustin Dowd and George Calvert

Emily A. Gaewsky

Leonard Giambalvo and Liane Giambalvo

Mary L. Schendel and Philip H. Gleason

Abigail Greene Goldman and Jeff Goldman

Tom S. Hanson and Beth Kubik

Hon. D. Brock Hornby

Blair A. Jones

John S. Kaminski

Colleen A. Khoury and David Karraker

Nelson J Larkins

Kenneth W. Lehman

Christian J. Lewis

Susan E. LoGiudice

Diane S. Lukac and Steven D. Silin

Matt Manahan and Ann Trask

Jacob A. Manheimer

Gavin G. McCarthy and Kate McCarthy
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Sigmund and Anne Schutz

Hon. Paula D. Silsby

Richard and Alice Spencer Fund of the Maine
Community Foundation

Hon. Valerie Stanfill

Sheldon and Denise Tepler

Carol G. Warren and Hon. Thomas D. Warren

Michael J. Welch

Tanna Berit Whitman
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David E. Barry
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Craig A. Bramley
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2021 Donors (cont.)

Travis M. Brennan

Jamie and Lee Broder

Matthew B. Harvey and Adrian Sarah Broderick

Robert E. Cleaves IV and Jane Batzell

Hon. Catherine R. Connors and Michael Claus

Mary E. Costigan

Bradford W. Coupe and Anita W. Coupe

Anne Birgel Cunningham and Gregory M.
Cunningham

Alicia F. Curtis

Hon. Peter L. Darvin and Linda Stimpson

Virginia E. Davis and James C. Pitney, Jr.

Benjamin E. DeTroy

Michelle Giard Draeger and Scot E. Draeger

John and Katherine Emory

James R. Erwin Il and Eileen R. Erwin

Susan A. Faunce

Robert H. Furbish

David L. Galgay, Jr.

Terry and Mandy Garmey

Elizabeth A. Germani

John D. Gleason and Katrina Van Dusen

Joseph G.E. Gousse

Benjamin I. Grant and Caroline S. Eliot

Paul R. Greenberg

Gordon F. Grimes and Anne R. Grimes

Sarah K. Hall

Charles P. Hehmeyer

Robert E. Hirshon

Miriam A. Johnson

K.C. Jones

Daniel G. Kagan

Suzanne Meeker and Jamie Kaplan

Elizabeth A. Kayatta

Bill Kayatta and Anne Swift-Kayatta

Dennis C. Keeler and Roberta L. Johnson

Timothy M. Kenlan

William C. Knowles

Hon. Margaret J. Kravchuk

Gene R. Libby

Nancy C. Ziegler and Hon. Kermit V. Lipez

Meri N. Lowry and Leslie E. Lowry Il

Lydia and Bob Marden

Thank you to our donor organizations
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Daniel W. Marra and Barbara A. Leonard

Hon. Nancy Torresen and Jay McCloskey

James A. McKenna lll

Ellie and Charlie Miller

Thimi R. Mina

Richard G. Moon and Risa Moon

Shana Cook Mueller

Hon. John C. Nivison

Jodi L. Nofsinger

Timothy H. Norton and Karen L. Norton

James E. O’Connell 1l

Michael and Barbara Peisner Fund of the Maine
Community Foundation

Gerald F. Petruccelli

Benjamin S. Piper and Erin Piper

Katharine I. Rand and Rick Rand

Kathryn A. Reid and Hugh Tozer

Hon. John H. Rich Il

Lucus and Mish Ritchie

Gigi Sanchez and Chris Roach

Cliff and Patty Ruprecht

Chaim Dov Sacks

Gregory W. Sample and Caroline Sample

Ronald W. Schneider, Jr. and Cheryl Turner
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T LR As we reflect back on 2021 and look forward to 2022, the Volunteer Lawyers Project,
LawversprojecT  along with the other legal aid providers, has faced new challenges and discovered
new strategies and solutions to resolve them. During 2021, our programs that connect
low-income Mainers with volunteer attorneys for legal assistance largely continued
to operate on a virtual platform. As the year went on, some of our dedicated volunteers did go back to some in person work
at Maine courthouses. The pro bono attorneys and non-lawyer volunteers who assist people with protection from abuse
matters resumed some in-person services in Portland and Lewiston courts, helping people who were facing emergency
actions to protect families from abuse. We are so grateful to our dedicated volunteers who understand the urgent nature of
these needs and who rise to the occasion. As we look into 2022, we are hopeful that we can continue to increase our in-
person services, providing resources for people in need on a walk in basis in Maine's courts.

At the same time, as many businesses have realized, there are many advantages to using a virtual format to provide

services. Our volunteer attorneys enjoy the convenience of meeting with clients remotely, saving both the lawyer and the
client transportation costs and time. We can help many additional people who live outside of southern Maine for whom
services were previously out of reach: pre-pandemic, our workers' rights and small claims legal clinics were only available in
Portland. Now those resources are available to anyone statewide with an internet connection, and we have connected many
Mainers around the state with these resources in the past year. We are cheering on the state initiatives to increase access

to broadband in rural areas, as that will increase access to legal aid to those in rural areas. As we plan to reopen some in-
person clinics in order to reduce barriers for those without internet or technology access, we will keep some of the remotely
operating clinics in place as they have proved to be very popular.

Another unfortunate reality that 2021 brought us is an overwhelming demand for assistance. As we opened email and web-
based channels to contact us for help, we had a very high volume of requests, each that must be responded to individually.
Our creative staff have developed new procedures and ideas to manage this situation, such as an online intake form for
family law cases, and we were able to secure some limited additional funding to hire a part time person just to manage
communications with the public. We are hopeful that these new developments will allow us to serve the people of Maine
more effectively going forward.

The scope of VLP services is wide. We have assisted people in a range of legal matters over the past year. In a long-fought
battle, an elderly woman in Aroostook County was finally able to receive disability benefits and a large retroactive payment
through the diligent efforts of her volunteer attorney over the course of three years. In our small business clinic, we
connected a design studio in southern Maine to an attorney to assist with drafting a contract for use of an artist’s work in
their products. We helped a deaf client in Penobscot County prepare and file a small claims matter regarding damage to
his vehicle. A twenty-five-year employee in Somerset County was fired for comments he made on social media, and a pro
bono attorney advised him about protected activities under federal law and how to proceed with a claim. And a disabled,
wheelchair bound, survivor of domestic abuse in Penobscot county was able to complete a divorce from her husband

with the help of a dedicated volunteer attorney. These are just a few examples of the work that the hundreds of volunteer
attorneys do every day through the VLP.

Our heartfelt thanks to all the donors to the Campaign for Justice for their support of access to justice for all Mainers.
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ILAP

IMMIGRANT LEGAL ADVOCACY PROJECT

in Maine.

ILAP Highlights the Afghan Crisis in Maine

The Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project (ILAP), Maine’s only state-wide immigration legal
services organization, advances justice and equity for immigrants and their families through
direct legal services, community education, and systemic advocacy. Last fall, ILAP created an
“Afghanistan Project” to provide legal guidance and assistance to Mainers trying to get their
loved ones in Afghanistan to safety, as well as Afghan parolees who were evacuated by the U.S. in August 2021 and resettled

The U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan last summer and subsequent Taliban takeover left families in Afghanistan fleeing for
their lives and Afghans around the world, including here in Maine, reeling with fear for their loved ones. The tragedy was
at the same time both sudden and expected. And once again, it revealed the unbearable costs of our broken immigration
system.“In Afghanistan, all my life | have lost people. With the Taliban taking over, it is triggering all my trauma. | can't

stop crying,” shared ILAP client “N’, whose identity is anonymized due to security risks for their family. Several of N's family
members worked for the U.S. in Afghanistan and are now in hiding from the Taliban. Many of their family members have
already been killed within the last two to three years, including four since the U.S. exit from Afghanistan last year.“| feel so
hurt by the Taliban, but | have to talk about it to help my family.”

Throughout the fall, ILAP met with dozens of community members like “N” to explore potential pathways for getting their
loved ones in Afghanistan to safety. Unfortunately, traditional immigration options have failed to meet the urgency of the
situation, so ILAP has joined with Afghan Community of Maine and other local partners, including Maine Immigrants’ Rights
Coalition and Cumberland Legal Aid Clinic’s RHRC (Refugee and Human Rights Clinic), to continue to push for policy and
legislative solutions. Afghanistan Project Attorney Catherine Lindgren also sits on the national Evacuate Our Allies coalition
and the American Immigration Lawyers Association’s Afghan Response Task Force.

In the winter of 2021, ILAP began working with Maine’s resettlement agencies to provide legal services to the Afghan
evacuees and parolees we have welcomed to our state. It is likely that most of these community members will need to apply
for asylum to access a green card or have any chance at reuniting with family members. And while it was initially expected
that these cases would be reviewed under a faster and more straightforward process, it now appears that the procedure

will require attorney expertise. Working with its Pro Bono Panel and other partners, ILAP will provide legal guidance and
representation to as many families as possible so they can safely remain with their loved ones in Maine.
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oSREE 4y Denial of Benefits Results in a Decades-Long
3 < Battle for Pine Tree Legal Assistance

H
° ° “John” worked as a blueberry raker Downeast during the 1960s, ‘70s, and ‘80s. After many years
‘7& (J‘Ql doing this backbreaking labor, John filed for Social Security retirement benefits and was told that
SIST Pté despite working many long and hard seasons of agricultural work, his application for retirement

benefits was denied.

During the 1960s-1980s, it was fairly common for farm employers to fail to make Social Security withholdings, either because
workers were paid in cash or growers were trying to dodge government involvement in their operations. As a result, John had
limited work history recorded with the Social Security Administration through no fault of his own.

The process for correcting Social Security work records is complicated and time-consuming. It involves gathering affidavits
from former co-workers, field supervisors, and others in order to prove that someone worked at a particular farm, for a certain
season, and a certain wage. These cases often involve many levels of appeals with the Social Security Administration.

John's case, and those of six other similar farmworkers, languished for almost two decades at various Social Security offices,
passed from one claims specialist to another with no one taking any action.

In 2004, John turned to Pine Tree Legal Assistance for help. But John wasn’t the only one: between 2004 and 2012, many
more workers contacted Pine Tree Legal Assistance for help with similar cases.

Each case had ample factual supporting records, painstakingly completed long earlier. However, years of telephone calls
and letters to the Social Security Administration by Pine Tree advocates went unanswered. On occasion, the Social Security
Administration reported the cases as lost. Avenues of redress seemed elusive. All the while, the workers aged, and they and
their families went without the retirement benefits they worked hard to earn.

By the summer of 2020, a Pine Tree lawyer began to wonder whether the Social Security Administration was systematically
discriminating against these clients because they are Canadian First Nation members of the Mi'maq tribe. It seemed that
Social Security was unwilling to treat these cases with the same attention and urgency as cases for white U.S. citizens.

With the clients’ permission, a Pine Tree lawyer filed a discrimination complaint with Social Security’s Office of General
Counsel in August of 2020. This internal Social Security complaint process brought the matter to the attention of an
investigatory unit based out of Boston.

Suddenly, after more than sixteen years, Social Security began paying attention to these farmworkers. Ultimately, Social
Security denied that their behavior was discriminatory, but it acknowledged that taking so long to address any of these cases
was unacceptable. The Office of General Counsel gave explicit instruction to the local office in Bangor to resolve the cases
immediately. The Pine Tree lawyer was given access to the office supervisor and a dedicated claims specialist was assigned to
all the cases.

Finally, in 2021, after several more months of Social Security difficulties and administrative challenges, things began to
change. John and the other clients received their award letters, and they will receive retroactive benefits in total exceeding
$130,000. Their families finally have the benefits they deserve, thanks to the diligence of Pine Tree Legal Assistance.
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Legal Legal Services for the Elderly:
Services Spotlighting Emergency Response
i Elderly

Free Legal Help for Maine’s Seniors

For the past two years, Legal Services for the Elderly has been on the forefront of a
disturbing trend in civil legal aid: more and more of Maine's vulnerable population
have faced a critical legal need. Considered emergencies, LSE has reconfigured its model of work to address these
pressing needs.

It is no secret that older people have been disproportionately adversely affected by COVID-19 and are experiencing more
legal problems now than was the case before the pandemic. However, what might be eye opening is just how urgent the
situation is.

LSE has seen this disproportionate adverse impact firsthand, as the number of calls for help with priority/emergency legal
matters shot up soon after the start of the pandemic and is currently at a level that is 35% higher than pre-pandemic levels.

Emergencies includes cases where a person is living in an unsafe situation due to elder abuse, is threatened with loss of
housing due to eviction or foreclosure, or is being denied critically needed public benefits. Emergency cases require an
immediate response and are very resource intensive to handle.

In 2021, LSE responded to over 1,438 legal emergencies. This is compared to pre-pandemic levels of around 750 annually:
a near-double increase. In addition, the severity of the situations being faced is much higher, particularly in the areas of
housing and elder abuse.

One such case is that of Jody. Jody had taken out a reverse mortgage after her husband died. She had lived in her home for
over thirty-five years. At age 87, and facing serious health issues, she started to fall behind on the property tax payments.
The lender immediately filed for foreclosure. An LSE Staff Attorney reviewed Jody’s situation and determined she qualified
for an at-risk extension of her mortgage based upon her age and medical condition. This type of extension can be renewed
annually, and Jody has been able to stay in her home.

Responding to cases like Jody’s is incredibly important. But in order to ensure that no callers with emergencies were turned
away without services, LSE restricted intake in 2021 for a wide variety of other types of problems. This lack of access to more
proactive and preventative forms of legal advice and help is taking a hidden toll on the wellbeing of older adults in Maine,
the full impact of which may not be realized for years to come.
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MAINE Cumberland

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE SCHOOL OF LAW

LAW | Legal Aid Clinic

The Refugee and Human Rights Clinic (RHRC), a program of the Cumberland Legal Aid Clinic for the past 10 years, focuses its
work on assisting the most vulnerable of immigrants, whether individuals fleeing repressive dictatorships in the Great Lakes
Region of Africa, those fleeing the terror caused by transnational gangs in Central America, or those fleeing violent regimes
such as the Taliban in Afghanistan. And 2021 was no exception, as the RHRC pivoted its work to address several current crises.

Early in the fall semester, for example, the RHRC, working in close collaboration with ILAP, created an Afghan Outreach
Project in response to the urgent humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. In addition to RHRC’s five enrolled clinic students
working on Humanitarian Parole cases, RHRC recruited and trained ten RHRC alumni and over thirty Maine Law student
volunteers. Fourteen of the Maine Law volunteers and eight of the RHRC alumni represented various Afghan-Mainers in filing
Humanitarian Parole applications for their relatives trying to flee Afghanistan. Additional students, faculty and multiple RHRC
alumni also volunteered with ILAP and participated in their pro se workshops.

At the same time, impact litigation remained a focus of the RHRC'’s advocacy work. The RHRC continued to work actively on
two cases pending before the U.S. District Court for the District of Maine involving efforts to compel production in response
to Freedom of Information Act requests, including one case against USCIS related to asylum processes and decision making
and another against Immigration and Customs Enforcement related to immigrant detention in Maine. Both cases remain
pending. In addition, RHRC's two summer interns researched and drafted an amicus brief to the First Circuit (on behalf of
immigration law professors and scholars from across the country) related to an asylum and Convention Against Torture claim.
Oral arguments in that case took place in early December 2021.

To say the work of the RHRC is truly life-altering is not an exaggeration. The work RHRC has changed the course of many lives
over the years. One such person is Ana.

Ana, a former Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (S1JS) client was naturalized in early December. She first became a Clinic
client more than 6 years ago, working with several different student attorneys at all stages of her long path to citizenship.
She came to the United States alone, as a young teenager, after she fled violence in her home country and suffered the
disappearance of her parents. After her arrival, student attorneys in the General Practice Clinic worked in collaboration with
RHRC student attorneys in helping Ana in the first step of her path toward legal stability by obtaining a Predicate Order
through a Maine Probate Court. Immediately after obtaining this Order, RHRC student attorneys filed her SIJS application
with USCIS. USCIS approved Ana’s SIJS and application for permanent residence following a hearing. Five years later, when
Ana was eligible to naturalize, a new set of RHRC student attorneys assisted her with her application for naturalization. With
great delight, her student attorney was with Ana at her naturalization ceremony and celebrated with Ana when she proudly
became a U.S. citizen. She wrote to us:“l appreciate the amount of time invested in my case to make sure | feel supported and
prepared at every step of the case.”

The RHRC targets a critical gap in access to justice in Maine - providing direct legal representation to immigrants and
refugees like Ana seeking political asylum and similar protections under federal law - while training future attorneys on

how best to serve the legal needs of immigrants. While the RHRC's work can be quite challenging and time-intensive, the
experience inspires students to continue to serve immigrants and refugees. Many RHRC alumni build on the skills and
knowledge gained as student attorneys to launch careers in immigration law or to provide pro bono assistance to immigrants
and refugees through ILAP or other programs. In this way, CLAC addresses immediate community needs through the hard
work of its students, faculty, and volunteers, while expanding the legal community’s capacity to address the urgent needs of
those fleeing crisis situations.

Thank you to our donor organizations

BERN Fato .
STEIN "Peabody  PretiFlaherty  [Ef Sotansass..
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_ Maine Equal Justice, along with impacted community members, have long advocated
for MaineCare to cover dental care for adults with low income as part of their health
_ coverage. While recognizing dental care as part of someone’s health care needs may
seem like common sense, Maine Equal Justice had been advocating for this policy
_ change for years. In 2021, after a multi-year campaign, this change garnered bipartisan
support, was enacted, and is expected to impact over 200,000 Mainers across the state.
The denial of true dental care benefits to MaineCare recipients has had unquestionable affects. Prior to the passage of LD996,
Maine was one of only ten states in our nation that offered emergency-only coverage for dental procedures for adults. At the
same time, the needs of our state are incredibly large. In a 2015 study, for example, three out of four low-income adults in
Maine who did not visit the dentist in the past year indicated cost was the reason.

Another factor in the fight for dental care is employment. 37% of low-income Mainers indicated that the condition of their
mouth and teeth affects their ability to interview for a job. This suggests that a lack of dental coverage negatively affects
employability prospects. Indeed, research shows that improved oral health is linked with increases in the likelihood of
employment as well as lifetime earnings, particularly for women and low-income populations.

Beyond employability, oral care interventions have incredible long-term affects on general health. Conditions like diabetes,
heart disease, and many other illnesses are inextricably linked to our teeth.

A study by Health Policy Institute' indicated that the net cost of deploying an adult dental benefit to MaineCare recipients
would cost the State of Maine $2.7 million dollars annually. In return, an economic impact would be greatly amplified — over
$21 million dollars. This benefit draws largely upon the providers and facilities who would administer the services and is a
powerful argument in the fight for dental care.

Armed with these facts, Maine Equal Justice, many other constituents and legislative champions once again took up the
cause for dental care in 2021, and this time emerged triumphant. Because of the passage of LD996, more than 200,000
Mainers will have dental care benefits beginning this year — an incredible benefit, and the first expansion to Maine’s dental
care provisions in over thirty years.

Robyn Merrill, Executive Director of Maine Equal Justice, gives much credit to the constituents who showed up faithfully, time
and time again, to share their stories about the need for dental care. Because of them, she shares, adult MaineCare members
will finally be able to access this life-changing benefit in July 2022.

As a next step, Maine Equal Justice is working with the MaineCare Advisory Council to implement the policy and are working
to address MaineCare rates so that more dental providers will accept MaineCare patients. Maine Equal Justice will also do
outreach and education across the state to ensure that people who are impacted and the folks who work with them are
aware of this change in policy and the fact that adults covered by MaineCare now qualify for dental coverage—and can get
the care they have been unable to get until now..

1 https://www.mainecohn.org/assets/docs/ADA_HPI_Estimating_the_Cost_of MADB_in_Maine_FINAL.pdf?p=publications/ADA_HPI_Estimating_the_
Cost_of_MADB_in_Maine_FINAL.pdf
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Special Recognitions

MOST FUNDS RAISED

TOPTEN

Bernstein Shur $79,295
Drummond Woodsum $69,190
Pierce Atwood LLP $35,976
Preti, Flaherty, Beliveau & Pachios, LLP $35,959
Verrill $33,015
Berman & Simmons, PA $25,350
Unum $25,090
Eaton Peabody $20,705
Norman, Hanson & DeTroy, LLC $17,400
Brann & Isaacson $12,540
AVERAGE GIFT AMOUNT

TOPTEN

Berman & Simmons, PA $1,408
Unum $1,140
Roach Ruprecht Sanchez and Bischoff, PC $1,083
Drummond Woodsum $1,081
Kozak & Gayer, PA. $1,063
Norman, Hanson & DeTroy, LLC $954
Preti, Flaherty, Beliveau & Pachios, LLP $787
Verrill $660
Kelly, Remmel & Zimmerman $632
Brann & Isaacson $627

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION
HIGHLIGHTS

We thank the following ten groups for their outstanding
participation rates achieved through individual participation
by their attorneys.

Maine Supreme Judicial Court 100%
Thompson Bowie & Hatch, LLC 93%
Murray Plumb & Murray 88%
Bernstein Shur 84%
Drummond Woodsum 84%
Pierce Atwood LLP 78%
Roach Ruprecht Sanchez and Bischoff, PC 75%
Troubh Heisler LLC 73%
Verrill 72%
Maine Superior Court 71%

Recognizing the importance of legal aid in our
communities, the following firms gave a generous gift to
the Campaign for Justice on behalf of all firm attorneys.

Berman & Simmons, PA 100%
Brann & Isaacson 100%
Marcus Clegg 100%
Rudman Winchell 100%
Monaghan Leahy, LLP 100%
Drummond & Drummond, LLP 100%
Ainsworth, Thelin & Raftice, PA. 100%
Vafiades, Brountas & Kominsky, LLP 100%
Farrell, Rosenblatt & Russell 100%
LeBlanc & Young, PA. 100%
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2021 CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE DEFENDERS OF JUSTICE FOR ALL

Mainers Served in 2021 by Campaign for( g
Six Core Legal Aid Providers J UStlce

DEFENDERS OF JUSTICE FOR ALL

County

Androscoggin 3,429 CO nta Ct US

Aroostook 1,054

Cumberland 5,992 at the Maine
Franklin as0 | Justice Foundation
Hancock 677
Kennebec 2,575 Angela Stinchfield
\ Knox 571 Director, Campaign for Justice
| Franklin ashington Lincoln 438 astinchfield@justicemaine.org
0 @ Oxford 981
Onford ‘ ignforjustice.org
@M . Penobscot 2,082 campaign
Piscataquis 242
Sagadahoc 496 .
Somerset 775 Flnd us on ﬁ
Waldo 561 °
Washington 579 Llnked mo
This is the number of CASES York 2,699
reported to the Maine Justice
Total 23,631

Foundation for 2021, by county.
The number of PEOPLE impacted
is much larger—over 300,000.

Errors: Please contact us if your name is missing, not listed correctly or if you believe your name was not carried
properly in a particular grouping or category. We do our best to report as accurately as possible but sometimes

errors happen. If we should miss something, we'd appreciate you letting us know. Thank you.

Email: astinchfield@justicemaine.org
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